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Das Rauschen unter  der Choreographie . 
†berlegungen  zu ÈStilÇ 

Internationales und interdisziplinŠres Symposium  ||  12. bis 14. Mai 2017 ............................................................................................................................. 
 

Eine Veranstaltung von Access to Dance  in Kooperation mit 
DANCE 2017 , Festival fŸr zeitgenšssischen Tanz der Landeshaupt stadt MŸnchen  

Ort: HochX  || Entenbachstra§e 37 | 81541 MŸnchen | www.theater-hochx.de | www.dance-muenchen.de 
 

 
Freitag, 12. Mai   ||  15:00 bis ca. 18:30 Uhr 

VortrŠge   Dr. Susanne Foellmer (Coventry University): Offene Muster. Kontingente Kšrperkonzepte im euro - 
pŠischen zeitgenšssischen Tanz   ||  Prof. Dr. Wolf-Dieter Ernst (UniversitŠt Bayreuth): Stil in Tanz und Theater. 
Kulturhistorische und kulturškonomische †berlegungen   ||  Dr. Xenia Riemann (Die Neue Sammlung Ð The Design 
Museum, MŸnchen): Stil im  Gebrauch. †berlegungen zu Design   
 

 
Samstag, 13. Mai   ||  10:30 bis ca. 17:00 Uhr 

VortrŠge   Dr. Patricia Stšckemann (Theater OsnabrŸck): Zum Stil im Ausdruckstanz   ||  PD Dr. Evelyn Annu§ 
(International Research Center ÈInterweaving Performance CulturesÇ): Bewegungs - als Regierungskunst: Hanns 
Niedecken -Gebhards ÈtŠnzerischer StilÇ  ||  Prof. Dr. Christina Thurner (UniversitŠt Bern): Èmy dance! my style!Ç 
Selbstreflexion und Stil im zeitgenšssischen Tanz  
Lecture Demonstration    Prof. Dr. Claudia Jeschke (UniversitŠt Salzburg) / Rainer Krenstetter (Miami City Ballet):  
Re: George Balanchine    
GesprŠch   Philip Buyi (Kkoolo, Uganda), Prof. Katharina Christl (Palucca Hochschule fŸr Tanz), Prof. Dr. Claudia 
Jeschke, Thomas Mayr (Bayerisches Staatsballett), Karl-Alfred-Schreiner (Ballett des Staatstheaters am GŠrtnerplatz): 
ÈStilÇ im Studio  und auf der BŸhne 
 

 
Sonntag, 14. Mai   ||  10:30 bis ca. 15:00 Uhr 

VortrŠge   Dr. Kristina Kšhler / Prof. Dr. Fabienne Liptay (UniversitŠt ZŸrich): Stoffbahnen, Luftwirbel, FaserbŸndel.   
Vom Formen der Zeit in Tanz und Film   ||  Dr. Nic Leonhardt (Centre for Global Theatre History, LMU MŸnchen): 
Street Dance Style & Stil   ||  Prof. Ulrike NŠgele (AMD Akademie Mode & Design MŸnchen): Tanz / KostŸm / Stil / 
Style   

 
............................................................................................................................. 

Konzept: PD Dr. Katja Schneider  (Institut fŸr Theaterwissenschaft, LMU MŸnchen) 
Eintritt  frei  || Anmeldung bis 5. Mai  2017: schneider@dance-muenchen.de || €nderungen vorbehalten 
ACCESS TO DANCE ist ein Programm zur Fšrderung von zeitgenšssischem Tanz, das von einem Zusammenschluss 
verschiedener MŸnchner Tanzorganisationen und Institutionen Ñ der Tanzbasis e. V. Ñ initiiert und ausgefŸhrt wird. 
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Mockumentary of a Contemporary S aviour  
 

Premi• re April  14th 2017 . KVS . Brussels (BE) 
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Science fiction is not predictive. It is descriptive.  
É 

I talk about the gods, I am an atheist. But I am an artis t too, and therefore a liar.  

Distrust everything I say. I am telling the truth . 
 
 

Introduction in The Left Hand of Darkness  by Ursula K. Le Guin  
 

 
 

ÔIÕm not the sort of person who will  burn flags onstage or openly make  propaganda for  
extreme points of view concerning todayÕs world.  So I had to let go of the ÔpresentÕ  

and strip the story of any defined ÔtimeÕ and  ÔplaceÕ. To me it seemed that  
a utopian work, a piece of science fiction,  would be the right setting.  

 
Wim Vandekeybus  

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

We are in the distant future. A turning point in the  history of mankind has been reached. A 

devastating force is engaged in utterly destroying all life on  earth. With the aid of a child, a few 

people have nonetheless succeeded in reaching a place of safety. But lif e in this safe room is 

far from easy. The survivors, being human, are constantly at odds with one another. On top of 

all this is the fact that the chosen ones cannot escape l ife. Immortality preva ils, and suicide 

doesnÕt offer any way out.  

 

The ambiguous relationship with the child in the outsid e world, internal conflicts, cultural 

differences and the urges and instincts characteristic of h umanity make it a time of 

uninterrupted commotion. The desi re to surrender to the all -destroying forces of the outside 

world is always lurking. Is mankind actually worth sav ing?  

 

In the theatre and dance performance Mockumentary of a Contemporary Saviour , Wim 

Vandekeybus, through the medium of seven characters, presents an incisive portrait of a 

messiah as an imaginary figure. Utopia and dystopia a t a single glance. Nothing is what it seems 

in this futuristic reality.  
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MOCKUMENTARY OF A 
CONTEMPORARY SAVIOUR   
�,�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z���E�\���3�L�H�W�H�U���'�·�+�R�R�J�K�H

It was 1987 when Wim Vandekeybus amassed 
international recognition with What the 
Body Does Not Remember. �irty years later 
the producer continues to search for ways to 
challenge himself and surprise his audience. 
“I really have no interest in producing two 
identical performances. I much prefer to explore 
virgin territory and seek out the authenticity of 
the unexpected.” 

“When, at the end of the 80s, I saw Martin 
Scorsese’s �e Last Temptation of Christ about the 
�nal days of Jesus, I was fascinated by this biblical 
story. Ever since then I have been playing with the 
idea of producing a piece with a religious slant to 
it. With Mockumentary of a Contemporary Saviour 
I’m putting one of my oldest ideas onto the stage.”

What stopped you from putting words into 
deeds for so long?

“Religion is no simple and crystal-clear matter. 
I thought it important to know exactly what I 
was dealing with and allowed myself the time to 
research the subject. Over the years I have dug 
steadily deeper into it. �at’s how I came across 
the Apocrypha, stories that were once part of the 
Bible but were later censured from the Book. I 
looked further than Christianity and detected both 
contrasts as well as similarities between the various 
religions. A phenomenon that recurs in many of 
the religions is the presence of or the waiting for a 
Messiah or a Saviour.”

Why did the idea of a Messiah appeal to you so 
much?

“�e whole idea of a �gure who sets himself up as 
a divine messenger and evangelist of all knowledge 
is of all ages. In a world where people are searching 
for the meaning of life, you’ll always have people 
who will propagate the de�nitive answer. In the 
Western world we are probably less involved in 
this on a religious level. However, you notice that 

at present fear and hopelessness are again surfacing 
and also religion is winning more followers once 
again. Because: ‘When do we like God? When we 
need him.’ It’s also exactly in such periods of crisis 
that there are always a few people who use the 
situation to appoint themselves as the evangelists 
of all answers. False prophecy interspersed with 
impossible to redeem promises and truths. Such 
Saviours manipulate humanity at its weakest 
moment. In Mockumentary of a Contemporary 
Saviour this is one of the predominant subjects.”

You opt for a science-�ction setting. �is 
mockumentary is not set in the present but in 
the future.

“I’m not someone who opens the newspaper, reads 
about a particular event and thinks: Right, I’m 
going to produce a piece about it”. Burning �ags 
or openly proclaiming extreme standpoints about 
today’s society on the stage is too closely linked to 
the present. By working with a possible future – 
since it isn’t the actual future – you free yourself 
from concepts such as ‘time’ and ‘place’. Disposing 
of a de�ned setting in a story gives one the freedom 
to approach a critical subject such as religion from 
a human standpoint, ridding oneself of the present 
socio-political undertones. We treat religion as a 
man-made product and science �ction lends itself 
extremely well to it. Ursula Le Guin once wrote: 
“Science �ction is not prescriptive; it is descriptive.” 
Sci-� doesn’t make any predictions regarding the 
future but works from the now. �is imaginary 
futuristic world on the stage questions humanity 
in a mockumentary way. And just like the false 
saviours we too owe answers.” 

How does the world look?

“Our future is twofold. On the one hand there is an 
outside world that has become unliveable through 
a profusion of information. As soon as something 
happens we’re overwhelmed with reports which 
translates into a white noise. Even before something 



happens and is reported the next incident is already 
there. It results in a paralysis of time and evolution 
and leads to the human brain simply crashing. 
�e abundance of manifestations also leads to the 
relativity of truth. �e overdose of information 
transforms into utter disinformation resulting in 
total implosion. �is outside world is unbounded 
in the literal sense of the word. �ere are no 
countries anymore. All that remains are remnants 
of cultures in the form of languages, customs and 
vague memories. �e boundless endlessness and 
arbitrariness lead to unremitting fury. Humanity is 
balanced on the ever-present border with madness. 
�e Chosen Ones are saved from the white noise-
dominated earth and brought to the safe room, 
another world, as well as being the space where 
this mockumentary plays itself out. In our eyes, the 
future is a visual game of abstracted primal elements 
in which man occupies a lasting central role. For 
what concerns the development of the scenography, 
we worked together with Meyrem Bayram, a visual 
artist who works with basic materials and keeps 
man in mind as a part of the stage landscape. 
�e costumes are the work of Isabelle Lhoas, an 
old hand at Ultima Vez. Her out�ts �irt with the 
70s. �e fashion back then of �ared trousers and 
oversized collars gives a wonderful futuristic feeling. 
�ink of the typical sci-� �lms from that time like 
George Lucas’ THX 1138 and Star Wars. Moreover, 
the cultural background of �e Chosen was also 
taken into account.” 

�e Chosen?

“�at’s right. A diverse group who are saved by 
an infantile Messiah �gure who brings them one 
by one to the safe room. Now, not everyone feels 
‘saved’ right away. �e space is sterile and stripped 
of materiality. Immortality reigns and the chosen 
are doomed to live together for eternity in this 
silent space. Moreover, they are also plagued by 
unanswered questions such as: ‘Why is it precisely 
us who are chosen? What is our hope? Is this so-
called deliverance a curse or a blessing?’ Doubt 
reigns.”

As producer you yourself invariably play God 
while choosing the cast. How did you put 
together the group?

“To be able to work with as diverse a group as 
possible is extremely important to me. Jason 

Quarles is Afro-American, Yun Liu represents 
the Chinese one-child policy, the Siberian Maria 
Kolegova is level-headed and has an inner instinct 
for survival and Saïd re�ects the mystery of the 
Arab world. Flavio, Anabel and Dan represent 
the remnants of Western culture. Human as they 
are, cultural con�icts are not excluded. �e text 
– together with dance and music – guides us 
through this performance and came about during 
the creation process, something which guaranteed 
its organic character. Right from the start Bart 
Meuleman played an active role in the rehearsals. 
�e writer is master in putting into words the 
shrewdness of humanity in distress without losing 
sight of putting oneself in perspective and the 
lyricism of human humour.”

�e world is in a negative spiral and the Saviour 
only safeguards a number of people... With a 
view to a new beginning a�er total destruction, I 
would imagine that he only picks out perfection?

“You’d be wrong. �e chosen are the anti-heroes, a 
bunch of losers. �e fact that nowadays everyone’s 
striving for perfection means we’ve lost the loser 
value. �e Messiah chooses his people precisely 
because they’re imperfect. �ey’re unsure, they 
lie and are a touch perverse and victims of 
their desires and instincts as well as of social 
conditioning. �ese people are prejudiced, power 
hungry and materialistic. Self-interest prevails and 
doubt dominates. Behind their apparent steely 
façade o�en hides much misery and insecurity.”

Music has always played a prominent role in 
your performances. I’m trying to imagine a 
soundtrack to go with it all...

“In creating the soundtrack we worked with the 
composer Charo Calvo. She was assisted by Manuel 
Poletti of the IRCAM, the French institute that 
specialises in the development of sound so�ware. 
�ey are masters in the manipulation of sound. 
�ey are able to magnify and multiply sounds and 
voices so that it appears that thousands of people 
are all talking at once. Just like Meuleman, Calvo 
was also closely involved in the creation process. 
�e soundtrack came about during the period of 
rehearsals. Rather than simply having a supporting 
function, the sound has its own identity. It 
integrates with and sometimes even revolts against 
�e Chosen.”
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Wim Vandekeybus

Wim Vandekeybus was born in Herenthout 
(Belgium) on 30 June 1963. His father was a vet. 
A�er �nishing secondary school, he moved to 
Leuven to study Psychology. In 1985, however, he 
decided to follow a completely di�erent path and 
auditioned for Jan Fabre, who gave him a part in 
�e Power of �eatrical Madness. One year later, he 
founded Ultima Vez.

His �rst show, What the Body Does Not Remember, 
was an international success, earning him a Bessie 
Award (New York Dance and Performance Award) 
for its innovation. And now a�er almost 30 years 
and a whole series of �lms and videos, Wim 
Vandekeybus is still searching for novelty and 
innovation. “For me, the form has to be di�erent 
every time,” he explains. “�is is why on one 
occasion I might create an extremely musical show 
(nieuwZwart or Speak low if you speak love…), then 
for my next project base a �lm on the experiences 
of one man (Monkey Sandwich), why I then might 
switch to a classical mythology play (Oedipus/
bêt noir) or even an analytical piece in which 
theatricality plays a major part (booty Looting or 
Talk to the Demon).”

In all these very di�erent productions, Ultima Vez 
nevertheless remains true to its own movement 
idiom. Tension, con�ict, body versus mind, risks 
and impulses. Physicality, passion, intuition, 
instinct. �ese are essential elements that will always 
be part of Vandekeybus’ work. But on each occasion 
they are given a completely di�erent appearance.

�is variety is made possible partly through 
collaboration with dancers, circus performers, 
actors, musicians and other artists from a whole 
range of disciplines. Music and sound have 
naturally become the common thread running 
through his work. Peter Vermeersch, �ierry De 
Mey, David Byrne, Marc Ribot, Eavesdropper, 
David Eugene Edwards, Daan, Arno, Charo Calvo, 
Mauro Pawlowski, Roland Van Campenhout and 

Elko Blijweert have all composed music for his 
shows. As a general rule, their compositions are 
written during the rehearsal stage so that the show 
and the music develop symbiotically. However, 
photography and the lyrics and lines are equally 
important. In booty Looting, Danny Willems took 
photos – he walked around the stage among the 
performers, his eye to the lens, and presented his 
photos live. �e writer Peter Verhelst has worked on 
scripts for Vandekeybus four times (Scratching the 
Inner Fields, Blush, Sonic Boom and nieuwZwart) 
and Vandekeybus used Jan Decorte’s adaptation 
of Oedipus, for Bêt noir, no less than three times 
before he had �nally �nished with this text.

In December 2012 Vandekeybus received the 
Keizer Karel prize from the Province of East 
Flanders. �is prize is awarded every three years 
to an artist as a mark of his exceptional talent in 
the �eld of art and culture, his commitment and 
his work with younger generations. One year later 
Wim Vandekeybus and Ultima Vez became the 6th 
laureate of the Evens Arts Prize. �ey receive the 
Prize for their important contribution to European 
contemporary dance, for their multidisciplinary 
work and for their social and cultural commitment.

2015 sees the screening of Galloping Mind, 
Vandekeybus’ �rst full-length �lm. It was shot in 
Hungary and on the Black Sea in Romania and 
tells a dramatic story of family ties, betrayal and 
triangular relationships, with Jerry Killick, Natali 
Broods and a gang of children on horseback in the 
leading parts.

In 2016 Ultima Vez has been around for 30 years. 
To celebrate this, the dance company publishes the 
long-awaited book �e Rage of Staging. It presents 
an exclusive insight into Vandekeybus’ mind and 
soul and, in addition to written contributions by 
fellow artists and previously unpublished writings 
and notes, it contains more than 400 unique 
pictures illustrating his repertoire.





�0�D�U�L�D���.�R�O�H�J�R�Y�D

was born in Russia and graduated from the 
Center of Contemporary Art in Yekaterinburg 
as a contemporary dancer. She has been part of 
the National Russian Ballet of Moscow for more 
than six years and has been working together 
with several well-known choreographers. 
Kolegova debuted at Ultimav Vez in 2012 
during the revival of  What �e Body Does Not 
Remember, followed by nieuwZwart, Spiritual 
Unity, Speak Low If You Speak Love and now 
Mockumentary Of A Contemporary Saviour.

Yun Liu

was born in Taiwan. At age eight she started 
contemporary dance classes, four years 
later she enrolled at a martial arts school. 
�roughout her teenage years she joined 
di�erent dance performances as well as 
wushu games. Yun Liu came all the way from 
Taiwan to participate in the new creation 
Mockumentary of a Contemporary Saviour.

�'�D�Q�L�s�O���&�R�S�H�O�D�Q�G��

born in Kent, was trained at Drama Studio 
London and is a �xed value within the British 
theatre scene. Notable performances are the 
epic 24-hour play��e Warp , performed in 
a techno club under London Bridge Station, 
�e Hobbit � at the Queens �eatre, Othello 
at Nottingham Playhouse and��e Jungle 
Book� at West Yorkshire Playhouse.� On 
television Daniel was to be seen in Casualty, 
Six Experiments �at Changed �e World, 
�e Day Britain Stopped�and Walter.
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�)�O�D�Y�L�R���'�·�$�Q�G�U�H�D

born in Italy, graduated in dramaturgy and 
performing arts at the Paolo Grassi School 
of Drama in Milan. A�er several years of 
collaboration with Flic Circus School (Turin) 
and the new circus company Magda Clan 
Flavio joined Ultima Vez in 2015 for the 
remake of In Spite of Wishing and Wanting.

�$�Q�D�E�H�O���/�R�S�H�]��

is Belgian-Spanish and studied Drama and 
Anthropology in California and graduated 
from the Conservatory of Liège in 2007. She has 
been working for a wide variety of directors like 
Jacques Delcuvellerie, Arthur Nauzyciel, Frank 
Castorf, Pietro Varrasso and appeared in movies 
like�Bullhead, Demain Tout Commence and�Iron 
Sky 2. Mockumentary of a Contemporary Savior 
is her �rst collaboration with Wim Vandekeybus.

�-�D�V�R�Q���4�X�D�U�O�H�V��

was born in Philadelphia and currently resides 
in Antwerp. Previously, he lived and performed 
in New York City for nearly two decades. 
Credits include: Fathers and Sons from Davis 
Freeman, Toshiki Okada’s �e Sonic Life of 
the Giant Tortoise, Trainer at Toneelhuis, 
From the House of the Dead directed by 
Patrice Chereau and Hoi Polloi’s All Hands.



�6�D�w�G���*�K�D�U�E�L��

was born in Morocco, moved to Belgium in 
the late 60s and became blind at age 14. In 
1993 he collaborated for the �rst time with 
Wim Vandekeybus for Her Body Doesn’t 
Fit Her Soul. A�erwards several projects 
followed. Saïd founded his own company Les 
BGM for which he creates and performs.

�$�U�W�L�V�W�L�F���W�H�D�P��

For the text of�Mockumentary of a Contemporary Saviour�Wim Vandekeybus collaborates with Bart 
Meuleman (Toneelhuis) and Jerry Killick (Forced entertainment). Bart Meuleman is a playwright, 
essayist, poet and director. His work encompasses a wide range of genres and subjects and he is always 
careful to choose the most suitable genre for the subject in question. Since 2010 Wim Vandekeybus 
has been collaborating intensely with Jerry Killick. First on�Monkey Sandwich, a portmanteau �lm 
which was selected for�Venice International Film Festival.�Later on two stage productions:�Booty 
Looting and�Talk to the Demon. 

In collaboration with IRCAM (Paris), sound designer Charo Calvo creates an extensive soundscape 
for�Mockumentary of a Contemporary Saviour. Charo�Calvo is one of the founding members of 
Ultima Vez. Since 1999 she has been collaborating with several dance and theatre companies as a 
composer and sound designer. Her acousmatic works have been presented at festivals in Belgium 
and abroad and are played on radio stations all over the world. IRCAM, Institut de Recherche et 
Coordination Acoustique/Musique�is a French institute for science about music and sound and avant 
garde electro-acoustical art music. Manuel Poletti from IRCAM is responsible for the development 
of the so�ware used by Charo Calvo to transform the soundscape into an auditory total experience 
with extraterrestrial touch. 
�
For the scenography Wim Vandekeybus cooperates with scenographer and visual artist Meryem 
Bayram.�A recurring theme in�Meryem Bayrams�work is the investigation of the common ground 
between people and their surroundings, between abstraction and �guration. With various materials, 
such as wood, cardboard and elastic band she assembles constructions which outline the escape 
routes of the environment. Moreover, they reveal a parallel network of immaterial forces. �ey 
constitute areas of tension between the social and the political, between helping hands and obstacles.�

Costumes are designed by Isabelle Lhoas. She has been standing next to Wim since his early 
creations for costume design styling and sometimes even scenography. Besides Ultima Vez Isabelle 
is active as a freelance designer and art director for several projects. For this production she will be 
assisted by Isabelle De Cannière.
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Choreographer Wim 
Vandekeybus (left) and 
writer Bart Meuleman, 

facing the camera 
between the seven 

“chosen ones”
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WIM 
VANDEKEYBUS
‘Religion is also a form of creation’

In Mockumentary of a Contemporary Saviour, a 
piece about religion with the aesthetic of 1970s 

sci-fi films, seven atypical dancers play seven 
“chosen” people who are saved from an unin-
habitable world. “We are going to invent a new 
faith on the stage,” says choreographer Wim 

Vandekeybus. MICHAËL BELLON • PHOTO: SASKIA VANDERSTICHELE

EN

I 
had been thinking about this piece for 
a long time,” Wim Vandekeybus tells 
us between two rehearsals in his stu-
dio in Molenbeek. “But it is a subject 
that I wanted to research first. That 
is why it took so long. I have always 
been fascinated by artists who deal 
with religion. Not with faith as such, 

but with faith as a product of the human 
spirit, and with the connection between 
religion and creation. Because religion is 
also a form of creation. In other words, 

this piece about religion and the coming 
of a messiah is an excuse to talk about 
people. It is not about an existing religion, 
though Christianity, Islam, and Buddhism 
were all sources of inspiration.”
Do you remember the origin of this fascina-
tion?
WIM VANDEKEYBUS: Films like The Last 
Temptation of Christ by Martin Scorsese 
left a lasting impression on me. I still 
think that film is better than Silence 
[Scorsese’s 2016 religious film – MB] 

because the latter is very classical, while 
in The Last Temptation God might appear 
as a lion, for example.
Messiah stories have continued to emerge 
throughout the centuries. In the time of 
Jesus, there were numerous prophets who 
announced that the end of the world was 
nigh. That was the common language of 
insurgents who were then crucified by the 
Romans. It was a period in which mes-
sianic figures rebelled against regimes 
more than they proclaimed a genuine 

DANCE ULTIMA VEZ & THE SCI�FI SAVIOUR

“
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and profound faith. Figures like John the 
Baptist, a kind of anti-messiah who pre-
ceded the true messiah, also appear in 
many stories.
I am fascinated by the way these stories 
about religious superstars were able to 
spread in a time without the internet and 
with very few written documents. There 
are similar stories in Islam or in Eastern 
religions. These are good scripts because 
they were usually written down with great 
care and only years after the fact, based 
on various versions. So I don’t want to 
fixate on one specific story. It is also about 
religious freedom and doubt. Why do we 
believe and when do we believe? In times 
of prosperity the temples are not as full as 
in times of crisis. 
Do you perhaps also connect the semi-fic-
tions of messiah myths to the alternative 
facts with which political populists wrap the 
masses around their finger?
VANDEKEYBUS: That link is certainly there, 
but maybe we should reflect on it more 
later, with the benefit of hindsight and 
perspective. But if the question relates to 
how these charismatic figures are able to 
inspire such confidence and offer people 
something to hold on to, then of course 
it relates to the themes that have been 
important to my work for a long time, 
such as life, death, and hope.
You have again forged an alliance with 
another artist – this time with author and 
theatre director Bart Meuleman.
VANDEKEYBUS: I’ve known Bart for a long 
time. Since his work with De Zweep, in 
fact, which I think was one of the best 
theatre collectives that there has ever 
been, with Herwig Ilegems and Mark 
Verstraete. They made completely off-the-
wall pieces. 
I was looking for someone to collaborate 
on this theatrical mockumentary, some-
body who could write dialogues, handle 
complex dramaturgy, and was willing to 
commit to tackling a subject like religion 
in the contemporary context.
I had suggested it to Bart before, and 
eventually managed to convince him by 
emphasising that I wanted to make some-
thing universal. Bart knows his history, 
but he’s not the kind of person who would 
just rewrite something. Bart is a creative 
spirit who seeks interaction. He brings 
people closer together, he can be very 
direct sometimes, and he can actually 
attack to initiate something; to hear what 
people are saying and why.

What is the plot premise of Mockumentary of 
a Contemporary Saviour?
VANDEKEYBUS: The world has become 
uninhabitable, but seven people are cho-
sen and are taken to a secure location to 
be saved. They represent the remnants of 
a world that no longer exists. The rem-
nants of various languages and cultures. 
Each character was pre-determined and 
represents something specific. We cast 
the roles in function of these require-
ments. There is an Asian, a Russian, an 
American, an Arab, an Englishman, an 
Italian, and a woman from Liège who is 
the mother of the Saviour.
The outside world is called Anarchaos, 
and the seven are locked in a kind of safe 
room. They might already have been there 
for a long time because I like a non-linear, 
timeless universe in which you might 
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DANCE ULTIMA VEZ & THE SCI�FI SAVIOUR

“Nobody has 
ever sat 
down for a 
coffee with 
God”
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NL | Voor zijn nieuwe productie Mockumentary of a contemporary saviour laat choreograaf Wim Vandekeybus 
het theatrale opnieuw zwaarder doorwegen dan de dans. Schrijver Bart Meuleman leverde de tekst.

FR | Dans Mockumentary of a Contemporary Saviour, la nouvelle production du chorégraphe Wim Vandekeybus,  
le théâtre l’emporte encore une fois sur la danse. L’écrivain Bart Meuleman s’est chargé du texte.  

meet someone who lived six hundred 
years ago.
The whole script was written during the 
rehearsals to suit the performers, and 
then gradually started to form a unity. 
This is a very theatrical piece with much 
less dance than usual. You can’t only 
dance on this theme because that makes 
it all much too symbolic.
Moreover, these are all atypical dancers. 
Saïd Gharbi [the blind dancer who had 
already danced for Ultima Vez in the 
1990s – MB] has joined the group. Like 
a kind of blind visionary who seems to 
know much more than everyone else, he 
pulls all the strings unnoticed because he 
wants to get his fair share. Jason Quarles 
is a black American with a soul memory 
that stretches to distant Africa. Maria 
Kolegova represents the old Siberian mys-

tery, and Yun Liu the Asian world, and the 
genocide of the Chinese one-child policy. 
That is where we cast her. She is 18 years 
old and didn’t speak a word of English, 
but we wanted a fighter and she knows 
kung fu. It is not dance, but there is some-
thing magical about it, and it is closely 
related to religion. We are going to invent 
a new faith on the stage. What do these 
people believe? What are their values and 
how can we learn from their humanity?
And what form will all this take?
VANDEKEYBUS: I consider the piece to be 
science fiction, but of a very retro kind. 
The period is left completely vague, so it 
is only indirectly about today. I started 
reading sci-fi books for the very first time 
for this piece. Ursula K. Le Guin and peo-
ple like that: really fantastic. The genre is 
very theatrical because it can simply omit 
things that are part of our everyday real-
ity in order to focus on something very 
specific. Theatre and dance share that 
quality. You make your own codes. But 
this is not sci-fi with impressive visual 
effects. I am particularly interested in the 
atmosphere of seventies sci-fi films, like 
George Lucas’s THX 1138  by or Andrei 
Tarkovsky’s Solaris.
Another extremely important element 
is the sound that our composer Charo 
Calvo came up with in collaboration with 
Manuel Poletti of the Parisian Institut de 
Recherche et Coordination Acoustique/
Musique. IRCAM can make the voice of 
one singer sound like a fifteen-member 
choir and thus be as suggestive. With a 
safe room, you also need the suggestion 
of an outside world, which in the piece 
we evoke only through sound. We use 
surround sound so that everyone gets 
sucked in.
Why have you called this a mockumentary? 
So that you can deal with a serious subject 
but still keep your options open?
VANDEKEYBUS: No. I genuinely take the 
subject very seriously. But it can’t be a 
real documentary because it is set in the 
future. What’s more, documentary is a 
film genre and what we have created is 
not film but dance theatre.
A “saviour” is always somebody who can 

“I like a time-
less universe 
in which you 
might meet 
someone 
who lived 
six hundred 
years ago”

In his new 
piece, Wim 

Vandekeybus 
has placed 

more empha-
sis on the 

theatrical than 
on dance

articulate their faith in an attractive, com-
pelling way. While ineffability or doubt 
might sometimes by much more impor-
tant. Eastern religions, with their concept 
of reincarnation, are sometimes much 
more interesting because the career or 
materialistic aspirations of the messiah 
are less important. That is why our char-
acters do not hide their weaknesses and 
less attractive human aspects. You’ve 
always fallen into something of a trap if 
you’re waiting for the real messiah. No 
one has ever sat down for a coffee with 
God. Most religions assume that there is 
only one God, so if there are ten religions 
who each claim that same God, it makes 
you think. These saviours are thus a bit 
like the workers of God who don’t carry a 
contract. 

 MOCKUMENTARY OF A CONTEMPORARY SAVIOUR 
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